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UNION LEADER 
FREED 


WARD H. RODGERS FREED OF 
FRAMED CHARGES 


The case of Ward H. Rodgers, young 
Methodist minister and organizer for the 
Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union, who just 
over a year ago was framed up by a Plant- 


-ers Court in Marked Tree, Arkansas on 


false charges of “Anarchy”, was dismissed 
when it came up in Circuit Court of Poin- 


-sett County. The prosecution fearing the 


strength of the Southern Tenant Farmers’ 
Union motioned for a dismissal of the case. 
Rodgers who has been working in California 
for the past few months has returned to 


wind up his affairs preparatory to re-enter- 


ing the struggle on behalf of his fellow 
union members. A suit in the Federal Courts 
against authorities of Poinsett County is 
being considered. Poinsett County officials 
were forced to admit that they were guilty 
of false and malicious prosecution. Ward 
Rodgers was charged with Anarchy when 
he demanded that starving people be fed. 
The Southern TYTenenant Farmers’ Union 
marches on. We face the road ahead con- 
fident. of still greater victories for our 


class, 
—_——$—$—$ 9 


JOHN L, LEWIS SENDS REPRESENTA- 
TIVE TO SHARECROPPER FRONT 


‘Mr. W. J. Sneed, District President of the 
Illinois Miners Union, recently spent two 
days with leaders of the Southern Tenant 
Farmers’ Union going over the situation, 
making a personal investigation for Mr. 
John L. Lewis President of the United Mine 
Workers of America and noted leader of 
the progressive forces of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. Mr. Sneed seemed to be 
very much impressed with the possibilities 
in this situation and with the work of the 
Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union. The min- 
ers Union is the strongest labor organization 
in America, having over a half a million 
members, The Miners Union has engaged 
in many fights similar to that which the 
STFU is now undergoing and all are known 
as fighters. (Mr. Sneed came here from Her- 
rin, Ill. Many of our people will recall an- 
other miner who was in here last year, Pow- 
ers Hapgood now one of the Chief organ- 
izers for the UMWA. 
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RESETTLEMENT REFUSES TO 
RESETTLE ALL AID DENIED 
UNION MEN BY OFFICIALS 

The Resettlement Administration and 
WPA Administration, like all other Wash- 
ington agencies, has some very good men 
at the top who have wonderful in- 
tentions of doing things for the people, 
but somehow between Washington and the 
folks back home stand bourbon politicians, 
and plantation retainers, who remain in 
charge of the actual work. 

T. Roy Reid, Regional Director ef Arkan- 
sas, with offices in Little Rock admits that 
on February 24th he was ordered by his 
Washington superiors to see that evicted 
tenants were given direct relief pending re- 
establishment on the land. Reid flatly re- 
fused to carry out this order. “The Federal 
Government be damned and to hell with 
starving people” is his attitude. His friends 
and political supporters are involved. The 
plantation interests have long arms, They 
reach even to the capitol in Washington. 
The Sharecroppers’ Voice demands that such 
an unhuman and unworthy official be dis- 
missed from governmental service. 
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NEW AAA PROGRAM 


The new contracts offered by the gov- 
ernment following the outlawing of the old 
AAA have not been announced as completed. 
A session of planters and government of- 
ficials was held in Memphis, March 5, 6, 
7th to make definite plans. The new plan, 
while yet vague, is to be based on volun- 
tary contracts between the landlords and 
the Secretary of Agriculture, wherein the 
landholder will agree hypocritically to con- 
serve his soil; thereby getting around the” 
Supreme Court ruling against a similar 
scheme which has been in use for the past 
two years. From the talk at the Conference 
it was gathered that the payments would 
be as unfair as ever before. They are to be 
divided as follows: for each one hundred , 
dollars, $36 goes to the man who signs the 
contract, $25 more to the landlord for use 
of his land, $10 to owner of tools and stock, 
the balance of $35 to be divided in accordance 
with interest in the crop. Thus if this is 
adopted as final, the landlord will get more 
than ever before. The Sharecropper will get 
$17.50 while the landlord gets $82.50. The 
share tenant will get $36.25 and his land- 
lord $64.75, provided he can convince the 
Government he is a share tenant and not a 
sharecropper. Wherever there is a cash 
renter, he gets it all—unless he has to make 
a deal with the landlord to pay him what- 
ever he gets. 

The above contract is not official, There 
have been no rules or regulations adopted 
for administering it. If it goes thru as above 
it will be worse than the old AAA for the 
sharecropper. 


PRICE 5c COPY 


UNION DEFEATS 
TERROR 


On Friday, February 21st., in an attempt 
to break the solidarity of the workers evict- , 
ed from the Dibble plantation, dynamite was 
thrown into their tent colony near Parkin, 
Ark. Warnings to leave the vicinity were 
found written crudely and tacked on boards. 
The attempt to drive union members out, 
however, was unsuccessful, Our people re- 
fused to leave even when threatened with 
death. 

County Sheriff Refuses to Perform Duty— 

Sheriff Stacy when notified of this out- 
rage, charged that it was a “publicity stun oe 
He was promptly notified that the Southern 
Tenant Farmers’ Union would hold him re- 
sponsible and would prosecute him in the 
courts of law as an accessory to whatever 
crime might be committed. 

Governor of Arkansas 
White Washes Planters— 

Following these threats, Governor Futrell 
accompanied by a retinue of officials arriv- 
ed with a bucket of whitewash for his friends, 
the planters. He made a personal trip of 
investigation to the Tent Colony at Parkin, 
poked around among the tents, saw a few 
empty barrells, very little food, and report- 
ed that there was nothing at all wrong. 
He advised the people to pay no attention 
to the Union but to go back to work at once, 
They have been blacklisted due to union 
membership by ‘his friends. It is reported 
that the Governor came down at the re- 
quest. of Mrs. Roosevelt, wife of the Presi- 
dent, 

County Sheriff and Mob Order 
Workers out of State— 

Led by Sheriff Stacy a gang of planters 
came to the tent colony the day following 
the Governor’s investigation, and ordered 
the homeless people to leave their place of 
refuge within 48 hours. Ben Flemming, 
young Negro leader, was told that he must 
leave the state that day or be lynched. 
Flemming, despite hig desire to stay with 
his people, was prevailed upon to leave the 
colony as all knew that his life would be 
forfeited if he remained. He is now in Mem- 
phis, The others determined to stand their 
ground, and did so. No other man left the 
colony. 

Christian Leader Arrested— 

Dr. Sherwood Eddy and party, who were 
visiting in Cross County studying conditions 
among the people, were taken into custody 
by Deputy Sheriff Tip Sullivan of Parkin, 
when they stopped to interview the Tent 
Colony group. They were subjected to a- 
busive language and told that the planters 
were going to start another Elaine Massa- 
ere. Dr. Eddy, world famous as traveler and 

Continued On Page 2 
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UNION DEFEATS TERROR IN 
CROSS AND CRITTENDON 
Pa ~ COUNTY 
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Continued From Page 1 
missionary to India and Japan, was astound- 
ed to find in America such terrible condi- 
tions and ruthless denial of rights of work- 
ing people. They were released after being 
held for two or more hours. 


Tennessean Stands Guard 

Thru Hectic Night— 
Mr, Sam Franklin, native of Tennessee 
and a member of Dr. Eddy’s party, remain- 
ed as the unarmed guard of the Union mem- 
bers in the tents at Parkin. There is no 
doubt that he was in grave danger, yet he 
remained with the defenseless and home- 
less people determined to see that no harm 
came to them thru the night. Apparently 
the planters feared to harm this young cour- 
ageous southerner who was willing to lay 
down his life for a group of evicted Negro 
workers. Tennessee has produced many 
brave men but none more fearless than Sam 
Franklin, 
) —_0—_———_ 


PRESIDENT—ASKED TO INVESTIGATE 


¥ 


The President of the United States has 
asked Governor of Arkansas to appoint a 
committee to make an investigation. This 
was revealed here by Mr, Norman Thomas, 
Socialist leader and sharecropper’s. friend 
when a telegram from Mr. Roosevelt was 
read to an audience gathered to hear a lec- 
ture by Mr. Thomas, March 18th, The Exe- 
ecutive Council of the Southern Tenant 
Farmers’ Union called upon the President 
to appoint the committee himself, saying 
that the Governor of Arkansas had already 
shown himself to be an ally of the planta- 
tion interests when he applied a coat of 
white wash to his planter friends following 
a trip to Parkin, 


ITEMS OF INTEREST 


—— 

Oscar Johnson—Biggest Planter in World 
—also Biggest—? “The Sharecroppers have 
a marvelous opportunity”—yes, to starve. 

Some women. in New York recently 
bought fur coats costing from $25,000 to 
$75,000; stockings $100.00, dresses $2000.00. 
The people who produced these expensive 
clothes are about as poor as sharecroppers. 
Sharecroppers can’t even pay 75¢ for a cot- 
ton dress, 


ee 


NEWS FLASH— 

Edwin “Little Boy” Mitchell STFU. Stud- 
ent at Brookwood Labor College and South- 
ern Vice President of the American Youth 
Congress attended hearing in the United 
States Senate speaking in behalf of the 
Negro and white young people of the South. 
He gave facts and figures about the con- 
ditions of the southern schools that were 
astounding to members of the Senate Com- 
mittee. 

A full report of his testimony will be sent 
out to all Locals, 
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Executive Council Meets 


Following numerous acts of violence and 
continued eviction of Union members, The 
Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union has taken 
a strike vote. The demands of the Union 
are for a just and fair contract for share- 
eroppers and tenants with 10 cents per hour 
for 10 hour day and 15¢ for all over time 
for day laborers. The Union strike committee 
is authorized to call a genera] strike on the 
plantations as a last resort. The strike com- 
mittee offers to negotiate contracts with 
individual planters or a committee of re- 
sponsible owners, The National Executive 
Council met in Memphis March 15th, at the 
the Memphis Labor Temple to count the 
ballots set up committees and decide other 
policies affecting the membership. No an- 
nouncement was made public of the results 
of the balloting. A number of new organ- 
izers were given commissions, 

—O———— 


JIM BALL FRAMED UP BY 
OFFICERS 


Union Make $3,000 Bond 


Jim Ball, Negro leader of the St. Peters 
Local was sentenced by the Crittendon 
‘County Circuit Court to serve 7 years in 
prison when recently tried on a trumped up 
charge of “Assault with Intent to Kill.” 
Ball attempted to maintain order when De- 
puty Sheriff Hood and Preachers illegally 
raided a peaceable Union meeting. Two oth- 
er Union men were shot in the back fol- 
lowing this raid as they were on their way 
home. Simon Bass, Frank Guyon and Ed, 
Richards were charged with rioting after 
they had reported the Raid to the Union 
office in Memphis, Cases against these men 
were continued until next term of court. 
With support of other organizations the 
Central Defense Committee of the STFU 
sueceeded in making the heavy bonds of 
these men. All are now out of jail. 


Chief Defense Witness Murdered— 


. Willie Hurst, chief defense witness. in 
the Jim Ball case, was murdered by a band 
of masked men at the home of Amos Will- 
iams on the night of March 12th. Prior to 
the killing Hurst was approached by local 
deputy sheriffs, involved in the raids on 
Union meetings, in an attempt to force him 
to sign-a statement exonerating these thugs 
from the shooting of other: Union men. 
Hurst refused to sign the statement. He 
was killed in the guise of a hold up. No 
inquest was held and the bullet with which 
he was killed was turned over to the local 
officer, whom circumstantial evidence in- 
volves in the slaying. 


Such brutal treatment of workers de- 
mands that the American people wake up, 
pressure must be put upon the federal gov- 
ernment to act, Local and state authorities 
are either impotent to act or are directly 
involved. 
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ANOTHER RACKET 


A racket which has already fleeced many © 


Negroes: out of their hard earned money 


has been brought to light by a member of: - 
the Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union. An — 


outfit calling itself the Arkansas Land De-— 
velopment Co., claiming to own a tract of 
land near Helena, Ark., sells an option to - 
people to buy their land. The Buyer gets a- 
piece of paper entitling him to ownership 
of a piece of land after he has paid several - 
hundred dollars. The company takes the 
poor farm workers money, hogs, cows or~ 
other things of value as a down payment. 
All he gets in return is a piece of paper 
of no value. We do not know whether this - 
scheme is legal or not, but we do know that 


the man who heads this company is a crook. © 


who has already beat many Negroes out 
of their money with similar schemes, His 
name is Chas. M. Stone and he used to 
operate out of Memphis. We warn all our 
readers not to sign papers which they do- 
not understand. The United States Depart- 
ment of Justice should act on such cases as. 
the above. y 


‘TEXAS NEWS 


There is an aroused interest in the work 
of the STFU among the Texas farm work= 
ers. Labor gains as warmer weather brings 
larger crowds to our meetings here on the 
West Plains. =i 

Hooray for our Northeastern Arkansas 
members. Your suffering is not in vain for 
every eviction or atrocity: that is-commit~ 
ted hundreds of workers over the southwest. 
will flock to our cause, We in Texas are» 
with you in your fight. Keep in view the. 
abundance and the good life that will be 
ours. We are struggling to gain good food 
and clothing, comfortable homes with our 


children healthy and happy in school instead ~ 


of in the fields. Those things are ours when 
we teach our brothers to help us win for 
all. Here is how we are working, get some 
in the local to make a list of all people who 
should belong to the: Union and ‘then invite 
them to meetings. Don’t give up till they 
prove they are scabs. Also give names and 
addresses of friends and-relatives in places 
where there is no Union. Write them, send 
them a copy of the Voice, We find that this 
is the best way to spread the Union. 
L. L, GOLLEHION, Post Texas. 


-Threatened Massacre. 
Averted 


An undereurrent of threatened violence 
on the part of planters has been felt for 
the past few months, There has been much 
mention of the “Elaine Massacre” and 
threats to massacre both white and black 
union members. Reliable reports of a mob 
being organized to start the wide-spread 
slaughter of innocent people reached Mem- 
phis a few weeks ago. County Sheriffs were 
notified by impartial people, The murder- 
ers knew that the decent citizens of Arkan- 
sas would not stand for another blood let- 
ting in the cotton fields. 
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What Is The American 
Federation of Labor? 


Since the indorsement of the Southera 
Tenant Farmers’ Union by-the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, many of our members have 
expressed a desire to know more about the 
organization of the Federation. Therefore 
we are reprinting the following facts takem 
from the Labor Information Bulletin which 
is issued monthly by the United States De- 
partment of Labor at Washington, D. C. 


“The American Federation of Labor was 
organized in 1886 as a federation of nationa} 
and internationa] unions. During the same 
year the Federation of Organized Trades 
and Labor Unions, which had been in ex- 
istence since 1881, became affiliated with 
this new organization, As a result of this 
merger the origin of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor is generally dated from 1881. 
The report of the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor showed that 
the total membership of its affiliated un- 
jons in 1985 was 3,045,000. 


The A. F. of L. is an organization of 
wnions. No individual can be directly affili- 
ated with it. In 1935, according to the report 
of its Executive Council, the American Fed- 
eration of Labor was made up of 109 na- 
tional and imternational unions, 4 depart- 
ments, 49 State- federations of labor, 736 
city central bodies, and 1,354 local trade and 
federal labor unions, 


In order to become affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor each nationa) 
or international union must obtain a chan 
ter. This charter defines the jurisdiction of 
the union, that is, the field of its organiza- 
tion activity and the type or group of work. 
ers’it may organize. Within the limitations 
of this charter, national and international 
unions ‘are free to have their own constitu- 
tions: and. to adopt rules and regulations 
governing their membership, such as the 
¢eollection of dues, organization of locals, 


conduct of strikes, payment of ‘mutual and 
strike benefits, etc, 


Some unions organize workers belonging 
to-a’single craft or occupation, such as carp- 
enters, bricklayers, engravers and printers. 
This. type of organization is called a craf 
union. The members of craft unions jase 
not all be employed in one industry, For 
instance, members in the machinists’ union 
are employed in the automobile industry, 
on railroads, In garages, in power plants, 
@nd in other industries, Similarly, the carp- 
enters employed in these industries belong 
to the Carpenters’ Union. This type of or- 
ganization is often also called a horizontal 
union, because it cuts across a large number 
of industries but does not include all the 
workers in any of these industries, 

Other unions have charters which permit 
them ,4© organize all the workers “in and 
Bbout” a given industry. For instance, the 
United Mine Workers of America not only 
includes in its membership workers directly 
engaged in the process of mining coal, but 
also machinists, carpenters, stationary en- 
gineers, and other groups of workers em- 
ployed “in and about” a mine. This type 
of organization is known as an industrial or 
vertical union. It is called industrial because 
it covers a complete industry. It is vertical 
because it embraces all the workers in that 
industry irrespective of their occupation or 
skill, 
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Finally, some unions have jurisdiction 
over an entire industry but maintain the 
craft form of organization for a part of 
their membership. These organizations, of 
which the International Ladies’ Garment 
Workers’ Union may be cited as’an example 
are often called semi-industrial unions. 


The principal policy-making body of the 
American Federation of Labor is the annual 
convention of the delegates representing the 
affiliated organizations. The convention has 
the power to grant new charters or to sus- 
pend charters of affiliated bodies; It de- 
termines the activities of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor through resolutions adopted 
by the delegates. The convention elects the 
officers of the American Federation of Lab- 
or, who are empowered to carry on its af- 
fairs during the year between conventions. 


There are a number of independent labor 
unions which are not affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor. Among these 
are the several railroad brotherhoods, sever- 
al organizations in the government service, 
and a number of smaller unions. The total 
membership of these independent labor un- 
ions is estimated at approximately 1,000,000 
workers.” 


Information from Labor Bulletin 
U. S. Dept. of Labor. 
—_——_9——— 


SHARECROPPER MOVIE 


SHOWN AT LITTLE ROCK 
CONVENTION 


Pictures: showing the Southern Tenant 
Farmers’ Union in action, and life on the 
plantations of Arkansas was one of the 
highlights of the recent convention. Excla- 
mations of surprise were heard as delegates 
gathered there saw on the screen houses and 
friends back home. They saw, too, the Night 
Riders’ in action as they raided the home 
ofa union lawyer in Marked Tree. They saw 
machine gun bullet holes in the home of a 
well known leader jin the movement, 

a ge ees 
WORKERS’ EDUCATION 


(We plan to set up little libraries of news- 
papers, magazines and books in every local, 
and to send someone around to talk to your 
members and explain to them what is hap- 
pening in the Union and to working people 
everywhere. There are many other ways in 
which the Union will help its members. You 
must support it for it is yours, 

PAY YOUR DUES NOW AND HELP 
BUILD THE STFU INTO A MIGHTY 
MOVEMENT TO BRING JUSTICE 
AND FREEDOM TO THE DISIN- 
HERITED WORKERS OF THE 
SOUTH. 
—_o——_—— 
CONSTITUTION OF UNION 
CHANGED 


A number of changes were made in the 
Constitution. These may be secured from 
the office on request. Especially important 
is the amendment stating that women are 


_ to be on equal footing with men, paying 


dues and having same responsibilities. 
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HEROES OF THE SOUTHERN 
TENANT FARMERS’ UNION 


Clayton Taylor, Union man sentenced to 
the Cross County Prison Farm for 300 days’ 
in a framed up case brought against him by’ 
the notorious Twist Brothers, Planters, has’ 
just completed his sentence. Clayton Taylor’ 
was accused of stealing a pair of plow lines’ 
following a meeting in Parkin last Mareh’ 
when he dared tell Norman Thomas’ about: 
the terrible conditions of the Twist plan- 
tation. 

This Union man made his way over to 
Memphis to tell his story. His feet had been 
frozen, he had no shoes, his clothing was 
in rags. He had worked for 300 days paying 
a fine on a charge that even the hard boss 
of the prison farm admitted was false. He 
had been beaten by his guards during im- 
prisonment. His family had been cast adrift: 
and had been cared for by other Union fam- 
ilies. They were driven away from planta- 
tion after plantation when the owners found: 
out that the outcasts were members of a 
good Union man’s family. Still Clayton 
Taylor reported upon his release, ready for 
work. Ready to spread the organization in 
other places. Unafraid—prison or fear of! 
death does not stop these Heroes of the 
Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union. ‘ 


LETTERS | 


Whitmore, Ark. 
Dear Editor: 

T. B. Bridgeforth, merchant and planter, 
pays his labor with a coupon book. He keeps 
the lowest grade stuff and a man must. 
work two days to make enough to live on 
for one day. He pays at a rate of 65 to 75e 
per day. Flour sells for $1.15 per sack, lard. 
for 85c¢ for four pounds, and we have to 
pay it. When we:say anything about it we 
are told we had better be glad to get that. 
We must be at work at daylight and work 
until sundown for 65¢ a day and pay in 
groceries. ; I 

BW. 


——0——_—_ . 
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Widener, Arkio- 
Dear Sir: tic 
Our Local sent a letter protesting killing 
of Union men in Alabama. The County Agent 
tried to make us sign a paper saying no 
cropper had been murdered jn St. Francis 
County Arkansas. We wouldnt do it; as” 


there are more ways of murdering people —- - 


than by killing them with a gun. 
—o——__. 


SONG OF THE PLANTERS 


This is the ery of the South, they sing 
We got a “nigger” to maintain 
And: in our never dying thirst for power, 
We will bind him with a chain, é 
To- serve the present age our pockets 
we must fill, : 
We make ’em work for wages and we never 
pay the bill. ‘ 
Jeff Hare, President, Local 136. 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


By mail stud 
Bundle of 10 or more 2¢ per copy 
‘Clubs of 4 or more 50c¢ per year 


THE PRESIDENT’S CABINET MEETS 
The Hands of the Arkansas plantation 
owners reach into Washington and guide 
decisions of the Presidents’ Cabinet, Accord- 
ing to the Washington Merry-Go-Round, a 
syndicated column, written by Bob Allen 
and Drew Pearson and published in many 
great dailies, the President of the United 
States and other members of his cabinet 
listened to the Bourbon politicians of the 
South and again, fiddled while Rome burns. 
Appeals on behalf of the evicted members 
of the Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union 
have stirred Washington. One morning the 
President’s Cabinet took up the matter. 
Secretary Perkins-of the Labor Department 
wished to intervene in the sharecropper sit- 
uation. President Roosevelt and other mem- 
bers agreed that something must be done. 
Jack Garner who is vice president of the 
United States spoke up in the interests of 
his planter friends and claimed that Joe T. 
Robinson of Arkansas would be embarrassed 
in his race for United States Senate this fall 
if the issue was met. Sharecroppers and 
their friends, as well as all decent minded 
people must not forget either Jack Garner 
er Joe Robinson. Protests should be made 
to the Congress of the United States by all 
friends of the sharecroppers. Demand a 
Gongressional Investigation. Find out why 
American citizens are thrown upon the road- 
side to starve while officials of the United 
States government refuse to act. The Con- 
gress of the United States must act. All 
_other governmental agencies have failed us 
in our appeal for justice. 
pees eg 


WHAT YOUR UNION DOES 


‘The Union is young in years but old in 
experience. Through the Union the mem- 
bers have won for themselves rights which 
had always been denied them before. They 
were at the mercy of the landlords, man- 
agers, riding bosses and planters. Today 
hundreds are getting legal aid and advice 
which was impossible before the Union was 

_ organized. Your Union gives you protection 
that you could never ge. if you had to bar- 
gain with your landlord by yourself. Know- 
ledge combined with the strength of many 
je power! 
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JOIN THE UNION 
PAY YOUR DUES 
READ THE VOICE 
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The Planter And The 
Sharecropper 


The Planter lives off the sweat of the 
sharecroppers brow 
Just how the sharecropper lives the plant- 
er cares not how 
The cropper raises all the planter can eat 
Then gets tramped down under his feet. 
The sharecropper raises all the planter can 
wear 
While he and his family have to go bare 
The sharecropper works, toils and sweats 
The Planter brings him out in debt. 
The planter has good and wholesome food 
to eat 
The sharecropper has corn bread molasses 
and Fat back meat 
A lot of good things the planters have to 
waste 
The sharecropper don’t know how it taste. 
The sharecropper’s wife goes to washtub, 
‘kitchen and field 
While the planter’s wife enjoys herself 
in an automobile 
The planters children dress up and go to 
school 
While the sharecropper’s children put on 
rags and follow a mule. 
If you ask a planter for your right 
You might as well spit in his face and ask 
for a fight. 
The planter says he inherited his wealth 
by birth 
But it all comes from the poor man who 
tills the earth, 
The planters get together they plot and they 
plan 
You bet your life its against the poor man 
The planter takes the sharecropper’s mule, 
wagon or plow. 
He don’t allow them to have a hog or cow. 
The planter lives in a house as fine as the 
best 
And wears good clothes and all the rest 
Makes no difference how much the share- 
ecroppers raise 
The planters get all the Praise. 
When the sharecropper dies he is buried in 
a box 
Without a necktie or without any socks 
The sharecropper works hard and wears 
cotton sacks 
And lives in raggedy, filthy broken down 
shacks. 
The poor man has fought all the rich man’s 
wars 
And now we are punished with out any 
cause 
The sharecropper labors the planters pockets 
to swell 
But the planters unjust deeds are sending 
him straight to Hell. 
Now no rich planter to be ever do I crave 
But I do want to be something more than 
a planter’s slave 
If any one thinks this ain’t the truth 
He can go thru Arkansas and get the 
proof. 
Written by 
JOHN HENRY, Union Organizer, 
Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union. 
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READ “REVOLT AMONG THE 
SHARECROPPERS” 


By Howard Kester 
Price 50c Per Copy 


Orders filled promptly by. 
Sharecroppers Voice 
Box 5215 Memphis, Tenn. 


“Revolt Among the Sharecroppers” writ- 
ten by Howard Kester is the first complete 
story of the Southern Tenant Farmers’ Un- 
ion. It contains a wealth of material on con- 
ditions which face the sharecropper of the 
South. Every member of the Southern Ten- 
ant Farmers’ Union should have a copy, 
as well as all friends of the §. T. F. U, If 
you wish to have an authorative picture of 
conditions in the South and the complete 
story of the Union, order this book now. 

Every Local Secretary and field organizer 
should take orders for it. All of our people 
will want to read the story of their strug- 
gles written by one who has been in the 
midst of them all. 

H. L, M. 
SUPPORT THE VOICE 

The “Sharecroppers’ Voice” is the official 
paper of your union. It is published by the 
union for the information and education of 
the toilers in the cotton fields who cannot 
expect to get news about their own activi- 
ties from the local newspapers, 

The regular newspapers are owned by the 
Same men who own everything else in the 
cotton country, and who would like to own 
the workers themselves. For this reason they 
eannot print the news as it really is. The 
“Voice” owes allegiance to no. party, per- 
sons or group. It belongs to the workers 
who produce cotton. Its aim is to help these 
people by building a powerful, fighting 
union of the real dirt farmers. — 

The National Convention held last month 
approved the “Voice” in Resolution No. 7 


Delayed Convention Greetings— 

May this meeting in Lit.le Rock be a gate- 
way to real life Sharecroppers. 

J. L. Wilson, Dunbar High (School, Little 
Rock, Ark. 


Voice Publishing Co., 
Box 5215, Memphis, Tenn. 


I enclose $ for which please 


send your paper to 


For 3 months Six months 
check which. (X), 


Note to all persons who are now sub- 
scribing — if you move please send us 
your new address. Anyone having paid 
for subscription and not receiving his 
paper please write us. 


